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\.ARC Retreatsétime apart, rest

MAKING ROOM AND PROVIDINGLIGHT FOR THE ESSENTIAL

by Jan Wiersma, Director

Along the road and up the drive leading you home to ARC, a host of fluffy green seedlings
crowds the ground beneath the tall
state tree, were planted half a century ago by a crew of Boy Scout volunteers intent on
some laudable but long forgotten conservation project.

Beautiful and useful as they are, red pine are not native to our particular area. White
pine are. They are the oldest and most majestic of the trees that lend ARC its unique
character. Prior to the logging activity of the late 1800s and early 1900s, white pine
covered vast tracts of land in eastern Minnesota. | learned that the Grandy Pines area,
of which ARC is a part, is a small surviving remnant of that tremendous, ravaged forest,
once thought to be inexhaustible. So it was with some surprise and great delight that |
identified the enthusiastic newcomers as white pine, reasserting their presence once
more.

Year s and Loren

t hat

ago, ARCO6s founders Ruth
the best forest management was
join it.o6 Clearly,
ing to return. It also became clear that
the red pines had reached an age that
gave them market value. Thinning them
would not only provide ARC with a small
profit, but would allow the resources of sun and soil nutrients to reach the white pines,
enabling them to grow to maturity as well.

-
Find out what the forest is

trying to do fiand join it!

The selective harvest was accomplished in the snow just before Christmas. Though the
huge piles of timber along the driveway may have startled guests, the absence of the
trees is barely noticeable thanks to the skill and discretion of the loggers. The difference
will be felt by the white pines, though, as they begin to reach for the sky. Only a few of
the thousands that have taken root will actually survive, but it will be enough to offer
future generations of ARC guests the same protective beauty we appreciate today.

ARCds past strength and future vision
counseled trust in a force of nature that is deeper, older, and more encompassing than
our own limited imaginations can conceive. We look to a greater Source than ourselves
for guidance as we seek to envision the next thirty years fand beyond. What is God trying

to do in the world? How can ARC, in its own inimitable way, assist in this work?

In a sense, the same principle defines the reason for retreat itself. As one regular guest
tol d me, ol need to
action. But itds
away and | can grasp the bigger picture
counsel to discern o0the Iife that is tryi
self-imposed busy-ness to realize that larger dream of God that is seeking expression in
our lives, just as we needed to remove the artificially introduced red pines to let the

forest return to its native state.

Ruth and Loren Halvorson incorporated the principle of attention to a larger whole when
they first imagined ARC.
resilient flexibility that is the legacy we inherit.
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THANK YOuU, WISH LIST DONORS
AND VOLUNTEERS

Since our last newsletter, many wishes from
our wish list have been granted:

Kitchen Aid mixer: Linda Ji
Immersion blender: Richelle Pearl -Koller
Butter dishes: Barb Neils

Wood donors: John Schlagel, Rod Hanson,
and others who prefer to remain unnamed.

Many others give the most precious commod-
ity available: their time as volunteers. In
recent months, we have welcomed the
cheerful presence of these friends who have
worked, laughed, and prayed with us: Todd
and Tracy Gulliver, Wendy Wiegmann, Kim
Larson, Ginger Fish, Catherine Cowley, Carol
Johnson, Steve Strickler, Kate Weinbender,
Jackie Rolfs, Anne Picard, Jan Dehler, Debra
Ricci, Dwight Haberman, Annie Schmidt,
Carolyn Bornhauser, Julie Redpath.

Others who have helped stock the woodshed
for next seasonds int
Dave Lang, Mike Mueller, Joe Crocker, Mike
Tessneer, Lisa Negstad, Ann Ruhlig, Jeff
Tidball, Dave Tidball, Barbara Budd, Todd
Gulliver, and other volunteers.
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THE PASSINGOF A PROPHET A TRIBUTETO LORENHALVORSON

As this newsletter was prepared for
publication, we at ARC watched and

waited as Loren moved toward what he
called his ofinal ho
Loren entered hospice care on October 30,
Ruth, Loren, and other family members
have posted daily entries on a CaringBridge
site (caringbridge.org/visit/lorenhalvorson).
These entries provide a glimpse of the
remarkable family that conceived and
built ARC as a place
Reflection, and Celeb
part of a full and fruitful life. They gave
ARC permission to share their thoughts:

Loren and Ruth Halvorson,
ARC Founders

November 14: This journey into death means moving even more deeply into life. Life
is now more tangible and real. The mystery is becoming familiar. Time is moving
more slowly, it is weighted with joy and deep meaning. There is no need to rush, to
go someplace else. Eternity is now. Heaven and earth are intertwined.

December 15: What is most amazing is ho
mind still is. He still has plans for how some good might be brought to the world.
December 20: o0l am suspended in grace,
erior warmth includ

e:
As the mysterious process of dying stretched into 2010, Loren wondered why, when
he was so ready, the final step would be postponed. What was left for him to do?
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January 8: The thought occurred to
Loren that this might be the moment,
uncondi t|it®e dppartlnity fbr m\o Brake a bold
statement regarding the issue [of ordi-

Our hope lies in spreading
Godds

JUSTINPALECEK
Attorney, Thrivent Financial

nation of partnered GLBT persons in the ELCA]. God is an inclusive God, a God of
unconditional love, a God of abundant grace. Loren, and we his family, believe that
the same generosity of unconditional love and grace that he/we have experienced is

there for al | of Godds children, especi
often been judged and targeted so shamefully by the church and society and who
have waited so |l ong for justice. Our ho
and refusing the path of violence, judgment or indifference.

January 20: What we thought was death turns out to be life and what we thought

was the end turns out to be the beginni

come to the last Word! It is life giving, life renewing, life restoring.

January 25: His questions cover such expansive
and boundless subject matter. It does feel like
Loren will be challenging us to consider ways

to better this world and the life of the people

in it until his last moment.

January 29: In the midst of sharing stories
Loren excl ai med, oO0OWoul
| could die while telling the story of my hopes
for the future?o6

Wonderful, indeed!

Loren, we have heard your hopes and they
will sing in our hearts and fuel our vision and
our actions for long years to come. Thank you,
thank you, thank you!

Loren, Bridge Builder
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